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  Trusses in Tron Theatre Victorian Bar 

  Trusses in 73-77 Trongate 

Various alterations were carried out to the west gable of the building, 
probably at the time of the construction of the large tenement alongside 
by the Glasgow City Improvement Trust.  These include the addition of a 
two-storey extension whose monopitch roof abuts the tenement gable, 
and a single storey extension to the rear which may have had a 
substantially glazed lean-to roof before recent re-cladding in corrugated 
steel.  Also altered is the principal pitched roof which is now without its 
two distinctive roof ventilators which would have acted as exhausts for 
the busy tea rooms. 

The principal frontage is constructed of sandstone, which is painted (and 
possibly has been for some time) while the rear façade and gables, 
which are a combination of brick and stone, are covered in cement 
roughcast.   
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The study addresses the manner and degree to which a traditional 
building of Category ‘C’ listing could be adapted and modernised in 
keeping with sustainable principles (see 2.4) while respecting its historic 
conservation value and legal standing. 

The study is intended to be of relevance to others addressing similar 
building challenges.  To that end, while the study is specific to Nos. 73-
77 Trongate, key considerations, principles and lessons are drawn out 
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throughout the text to inform an overall approach supported by the 
project study team and the client group. 

For the purposes of the study, Glasgow Building Preservation Trust 
assumed the role of principal client and Forward Scotland that of 
potential long-term commercial tenant.  Although Forward Scotland is 
funded by the Scottish Executive specifically to promote and 
communicate sustainable development, the project group decided that 
while the project should demonstrate a strong commitment to realising a 
sustainable output and standard of performance, the greatest benefit 
would come by demonstrating the commercial/financial feasibility of this 
approach. 

In support of this, the recommendations have been costed.  The majority 
of recommendations should not be particularly dependent on the receipt 
of special sustainability grants, but equally will not undermine the 
project’s suitability for receipt of standard historic building funds and 
assistance. 

While many elements of the study may be considered of value to a 
range of similar building projects, key parameters for this study building 
include: 

·  Late C19 stone, brick and slate construction 

·  Historic Scotland Category ‘C’ listing 

·  Situation in the west of Scotland (proximity to resources/impact of 
climate) 

·  Urban setting on busy street 

·  Tight proximity to other buildings 

·  Building designed and intended to at least partially remain in 
commercial use if at all possible 

·  Approx. 5,600 square feet over three floors with partial basement 

Best practice is regularly identified as a key output of specialist studies, 
but is often limited in its later application to other similar projects with 
similar parameters.  We believe in highlighting best process wherever 
possible, articulating the how and the why to assist future decision-
makers to determine answers in their own context. 


